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 A Manchester bound 

Northern service at Delamere. 

 

 

THE FORESTRY COMMISSION 
celebrates its centenary in 2019.  
Delamere Forest came under the 
control of the Forestry Commission 
in 1924, and is now managed by 
Forestry England.  It covers nearly 
1000 hectares and welcomes  
 
 Delamere Forest’s wide, accessible 

paths are popular with families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
thousands of visitors every year. 

A short walk from Delamere 
station is the Linmere Visitor Centre, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
which is a hub for many of the 
activities at the forest.  As well as 
toilets, a café and a shop, it is also 
the place to head for cycle hire and 
information about walks and rides 
in the forest.  A covered picnic area 
is available here (there are other 
picnic areas throughout the forest). 

Routes for walkers and cyclists 
are clearly  (continued overleaf)  
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Jon makes his 

(bench) mark 
 
On 23 April, a bench was put in position, 

by the Community Rail Partnership, on 

the Chester bound platform at 

Mouldsworth station.  This may, of 

course, seem quite unremarkable, until 

the full story becomes clearer.  

It is likely that the bench was first 

installed at Mouldsworth during the 

station’s Cheshire Line Committee 

(CLC) days - possibly when it was first 

opened to passengers, in June 1870.  

Around one hundred years later, it was 

removed by British Rail as “scrap”, and 

found its way into the collection at 

Brookside Garden Centre and Miniature 

Railway, near Poynton. 

Earlier this year it was bought by the 

Community Rail Partnership, and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

restored by volunteer Jon Leigh, at his 

home in Hale.  Extensive research, 

including contact with the Railway 

Museum in York, led Jon to the correct 

CLC colours (light buff for the 

woodwork and mid brown for the classic 

Midland “twig” design ironwork).  Almost 

all of the wood and cast iron is original, 

only a few “hidden” repairs being made 

to restore it to a safe and useable 

condition. 

 

 Jon Leigh on the bench. 

 The station building is home to 

Whistles Hair and Beauty Station; 

inside, old wooden ticket drawers 

have been retained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delightful Delamere 

 
(from front page)  signposted.  
Colour-coded waymarks identify the 
routes, which are of different lengths 
and suite a range of abilities.  Some 
of them are accessible to users of 
wheelchairs and buggies. 

Also close to the station is the Go 
Ape attraction, which opened in 
2006.  Go Ape invites you to battle 
your way from tree to tree on the 
Challenge course; up to twelve 
metres above the ground, you are 
rewarded with stunning views of the  

 
 Since it was flooded some 

twenty years ago, Blakemere 

Moss has become a haven for 

wildlife, especially wildfowl. 

 Comprehensive signposting 

throughout the Forest makes 

it easy to follow trails and 

find attractions. 

 
 
 
 
 The Station Café is 

housed in the 

original station 

building at 

Delamere. The 

building makes an 

interesting 

comparison with 

that at Mouldsworth 

(see elsewhere on 

this page), which 

was opened on the 

same day in 1870. 

 
forest.  Children (and adults who are 
finding their tree climbing feet) can 
try the Treetop Adventure, a high 
ropes course.  If you really want to 
stay grounded, you can always try 
the Forest Segways.  The Go Ape 
attractions are open from February 
until the end of November. 

The high point, not only of the 
forest, but also of this part of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheshire, is Old Pale.  The 100 metre 
climb to its summit is made along a 
stone path from the Linmere Visitor 
Centre.  It is said that there are views 
of seven counties from the top. 

Delamere Forest plays host to 
numerous events during the year, the 
biggest being its summer concerts, 
part of Forest Live, a major live 
music series managed by Forestry 
England.  Among the big names to 
have visited Delamere have been 
Paul Weller, Tears For Fears, Elbow 
and Gary Barlow.  Look out for 
further live dates in June 2020. 

 
For more information about activities and 

facilities at Delamere Forest, visit 

www.forestryengland.uk/delamere-forest 

For information and bookings for Go Ape visit 

www.goape.co.uk/locations/delamere 

For information about concerts visit 

www.forestryengland.uk/music  



 
 
The booklet Discover Amazing Women 
by Rail was published in 2018, the 
centenary of The Representation of 
the People Act which, for the first 
time, gave some women the right to 
vote.  Celebrations of this milestone 
are set to continue until 2028. 

Our booklet invites you to use 
trains, ’buses and trams to explore the 
fascinating, and often hidden, 
histories of women who lived and 
worked in areas along the Calder 
Valley Line (which links the major 
northern cities of Manchester, Leeds 
and Blackburn) and our own Mid 
Cheshire Line. 

Writers, artists, sportswomen, 
campaigners, suffragettes and 
politicians all feature.  The booklet 
suggests itineraries that will allow 
you to walk in the footsteps of these 
amazing women and visit interesting 
places connected to their history. 

The booklet starts in Chester, 
calling in at Mid Cheshire Line towns 
Northwich, Knutsford, Altrincham 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier this year, Sally Buttifant stepped 

down as Mid Cheshire Community Rail 

Partnership officer, a role she held for 

almost ten years.  She has moved to a 

position in Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Housing Strategy Team, where 

she is working to support people at risk 

of becoming homeless. 

In recognition of her services to the 

railway and community, Sally was 

awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours in June. 

Sally’s considerable legacy includes 

securing promises of extra services on 

the Mid Cheshire Line, working with the 

Samaritans to boost support for people 

following incidents on the railway, and 

bringing together projects such as 

Marvellous Days Out - The Mid Cheshire 

Line and Discover Amazing Women by Rail. 

Sally was informed of the honour by 

post.  She said: “It’s truly exciting.  To say 

I was surprised when I received the letter 

is a massive understatement but, of 

course, I was absolutely delighted. 

“I really have loved every minute of 

my time in community rail.  I’ve had the 

opportunity to make such a difference 

and take forward great projects, while 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 The booklet features illustrations by 

Nicky Thompson, and a foreword by 

broadcaster, journalist and author 

Dame Jenni Murray DBE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sally Buttifant MBE 

 

working with the most brilliant people, 

many of them volunteers.  I’m very proud 

to have been a part of it.” 

Sally’s work focused on connecting 

communities through the rail network, 

highlights including bringing the touching 

performances of Over by Christmas to 

stations across the north west, and 

inspiring a group of young people with no 

qualifications to find employment. 

She has also worked closely with 

volunteers, many of whom have seen the 

 

 

 

and Stockport, before reaching  
Manchester.  For each, the itinerary 
gives details of the places to visit, 
travel advice and contact details. 

Among the amazing women you 
will encounter, as you travel along the 
Mid Cheshire Line, are June Williams 
(née Mottershead), whose family 
founded Chester Zoo; novelist 
Elizabeth Gaskell, who wrote 
Cranford, based on her home town of 
Knutsford; and, of course, on your 
arrival at Manchester, Emmeline 
Pankhurst, political activist and 
leader of the British Suffragette 
movement. 

Should you be inspired to venture 
further afield, the Calder Valley Line’s 
amazing women include Gracie 
Fields, Barbara Castle, Silvia Plath 
and the Brontë sisters. 

Copies of the lavishly illustrated 
and produced forty page booklet are 
available, free of charge, or you can 
download and read it at the website. 
www.amazingwomenbyrail.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

transformative effect of giving their time 

to community rail, and helped to boost 

tourism at destinations in Mid Cheshire. 

At a national level, she was an 

Association of Community Rail 

Partnerships board member and set up 

Women in Community Rail. 

John Oates, MCCRP chairman, said: 

“This honour recognises the immense 

contribution Sally has made to our 

railways in Cheshire, to the communities 

alongside the line and her work with 

other local organisations in Cheshire, 

including the Samaritans. 

“When Sally was our rail officer she 

worked tirelessly for the Mid Cheshire 

Line, and made a huge contribution to 

other railway lines in Cheshire. 

“Sally’s achievements on the Mid 

Cheshire Line include many projects with 

our lineside partners which led to the 

Community Rail Partnership being named 

the best CRP in the country in 2015. 

“Sally has made a real difference to 

our railways in Cheshire.  The 

Community Rail Partnership will miss the 

imagination with which she developed 

projects into creative partnership 

working.  Her honour is truly deserved.”  

Discover Amazing Women By Rail 

MBE for Sally, the Mid Cheshire Line’s own amazing woman 



Ticket To Ride 
 
In each edition of Along Mid Cheshire Lines, 

we take a close look at one of the tickets 

available to travellers on the Line. 

The Cheshire Day Ranger enables 

customers to explore Cheshire and 

surrounding areas with a flexible hop on 

and off ticket.  It is operated and 

accepted by multiple train operating 

companies; as well as Northern, these 

include Transport for Wales, East 

Midlands Trains, London Northwestern 

Railway, Merseyrail, TransPennine 

Express, Virgin Trains and CrossCountry.  

For £24.50, it entitles the holder to travel 

throughout Cheshire, between Liverpool 

and Manchester via both Warrington and 

St.Helens and between Chester and 

Crewe.  From Manchester you can travel 

between Stoke-on-Trent, Crewe and 

Chester and along the branches to 

Glossop, Hadfield and Buxton and as far 

as New Mills Central on the Sheffield line. 

You can also travel between Stoke-

on-Trent and Crewe via Alsager, and as 

far as Whitchurch on the line from 

Crewe to Shrewsbury.  On the West 

Coast Main Line it is valid between 

Warrington Bank Quay and Crewe.  It is, 

of course, valid along the whole length of 

our own Mid Cheshire Line. 

Holders of railcards can purchase the 

ticket for £16.15, and a child’s ticket is 

available for £12.25.  Tickets can be 

bought at ticket offices, or from 

conductors on trains if you have 

collected a Promise to Pay Notice from 

the ticket machine at an unstaffed station. 

The Cheshire Day Ranger is valid 

after 0900 on Monday to Friday, or at any 

time at weekends or on bank holidays.  

Additional time restrictions apply if you 

buy a ticket for a reduced rate with a 

Two Together Railcard. 

 

 

 

 

 
Once, buying a ticket for a railway 
journey was a fairly routine affair.  
Now a range of options may seem 
complicated but, in fact, it is easier 
than ever to pay for your journey. 

There are now ticket machines on 
all stations along the Line (except 
Lostock Gralam and Mobberley).  
They will issue most types of ticket, 
and accept payment 
by debit or credit 
card.  They can also 
issue a ‘Promise to 
Pay Notice’ (which 
can later be used to 
verify at which 
station you joined the 
train) if the type of 
ticket you want is unavailable, or you 
want to pay for your ticket using cash. 

At several stations along the Line 
there are ticket offices, where staff can 
sell any type of ticket for cash or card.  
If the ticket office is open, the ticket 
machine will still sell tickets, but will 
not issue a Promise to Pay Notice. 

Of course, technology has become 
part of the picture and, for many, is 
the preferred way to make purchases. 
You can, for example, buy a ticket 
online and collect your ticket at the 
ticket machine, using the debit or  

  
 A ‘Promise to Pay Notice’. 
 There are ticket machines at all 

stations except Lostock Gralam and 

Mobberley; ticket offices are to be 

found at Chester, Northwich, 

Knutsford, Hale, Altrincham, 

Stockport and Manchester. Note that 

opening hours vary considerably. 

 

 
 
 

credit card with which you paid.  If 
you have a smartphone, you can use 
the Northern app to buy a ticket, in 
which case you don’t even need a 
paper ticket.  The train conductor can 
scan the code on your ‘electronic’ 
ticket.  Note that you are responsible 
for ensuring that you can show your 
                       ticket (for example by 
                        keeping the battery of 
                         your smartphone 
                         charged). 
                             If you have a Promise 
                          to Pay Notice (or if you 
                           you get on at Lostock  
                            Gralam or Mobberley) 
                         then you can buy any 
ticket you need from the conductor.  
Otherwise, if you do not have a ticket, 
the conductor can only sell you a full 
price single ticket for your journey. 

Remember that it is your 
responsibility to have a valid ticket for 
the whole of your journey.  Teams of 
ticket inspectors now visit trains and 
stations at random, and may check 
any ticket, right up to the point at 
which a passenger leaves the train.  If 
you do not have a ticket, or a Promise 
to Pay Notice, then you are liable to 
pay a Penalty Fare of £20, or twice the 
full single fare to the next station, 
whichever is the greater.  Inspectors 
have some discretion (for example if 
mobility problems make it difficult for 
you to access a ticket machine or, of 
course, if there is no booking office 
open, or no working ticket machine, 
on the station at which you 
boarded the train). 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Along Mid Cheshire Lines is published by the Mid Cheshire Community Rail Partnership 

www.midcheshirerail.org.uk 

For details of train times and fares on the Line: visit National Rail Enquiries at www.nationalrail.co.uk, or 

Northern at www.northernrailway.co.uk.  Alternatively, telephone Northern’s Customer Experience Centre 

on 0800 200 6060, or pick up a timetable from one of the staffed stations on the Line. 

Buying your ticket; a brief guide 


