
  

Published by the Mid Cheshire Community Rail Partnership     Issue 1     Summer 2019     www.midcheshirerail.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Manchester bound Northern 

service at Knutsford 

 The Green Man at Knutsford 

Heritage Centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to the first edition of 
Along Mid Cheshire Lines, the 
newsletter of the Mid Cheshire 
Community Rail Partnership.  It will 
bring you news and articles about 
places and people on the Line, which 
connects Chester to Manchester via 
Northwich, Knutsford, Altrincham 
and Stockport.  Each edition will 
also spotlight one of the stations on 
the Mid Cheshire Line, and we start 
with a focus on Knutsford. 

Just a few steps away from the 
station, a walk up King Street takes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
you to Knutsford’s wide selection of 
shops and restaurants, many of them 
distinctive independent traders.  
Quickly coming into view is the 
unique Elizabeth Gaskell Memorial 
Tower, commemorating the writer of 
Cranford, set in the fictional town of 
that name, but very much based on 
nineteenth century Knutsford, which 
was adapted for BBC television a 
few years ago. 

Past the tower, tucked away off 
the street, is a reconstructed 
seventeenth (continued overleaf)  

Focus on Knutsford 



Music Trains 2019 
 
The Mid Cheshire Line Music Trains are 

now in their 12th season, with music on 

the way (in the rear carriage of a normal 

service train), at the venue and on the 

way home.  There is no charge for the 

Music Train but there is a collection for 

the band, and you will need to purchase a 

train ticket.  For Alexanders, in Chester, 

you also need to book the combination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

package of taxis to and from the station, 

plus sausage ’n’ mash at Alexanders, at 

the website www.alexanderslive.com. 

Please check the Northern timetable, 

or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk, for times 

and fares from your local station. 

 

Music Trains from Chester to the 

Golden Pheasant, Plumley 

Depart from Chester on Wednesdays, at 

19:00; at the end of the evening, depart 

from Plumley at 22:29 (arrival at Chester 

is at 23:15). 

24 April: Time Bandits, Steerage Class and 

Full House (promoting Chester Folk Festival) 

29 May: Deportees 

10 July: Pastry Shoes 

7 August: Terry Burgin Blues Band 

4 September: Port Sunlight Sea Dogs 

2 October: Time Bandits 

 

Music Train from Chester to the 

Angel, Knutsford, Friday 21 June 

With Nelson Peach and the singing train 

driver, Dave Vaughan, for the Knutsford 

Music Festival.  Depart from Chester at 

19:00; at the end of the evening, depart 

from Knutsford at 22:24 (arrival at 

Chester is at 23:15).  

 

Music Trains from Altrincham to 

Alexanders, Chester 

Depart from Altrincham, on 

Wednesdays, at 18:36; at the end of the 

evening, depart from Chester at 22:52 

(arrival at Altrincham is at 23:53). 

22 May: blues from Herding Catz on the 

train, Dave Roberts Jazz Quartet at 

Alexanders 

3 July: jazz from Loose Change Buskers on 

the train, Terry Burgin Blues Band at 

Alexanders 

11 September: jazz from ManJazz3 on the 

train, Deportees at Alexanders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus on Knutsford 

 
(from front page)  century timber-
framed building that once housed a 
forge, and is now home to Knutsford 
Heritage Centre.  Its diverse and 
fascinating collection provides 
a comprehensive record 
of the town.  The 
undoubted star of the 
collection is the 
Knutsford 
Millennium 
Tapestry.  At the 
start of this century, 
some 3000 members 
of the local 
community set about 
creating this 
remarkable depiction of 
500 everyday local scenes, 
using 173 feet of canvas and over 
fifty miles of wool! 

Until August, the Heritage Centre 
is also hosting May Day - A Century 
Of Change, which will look at how 
the Knutsford May Day celebrations 
have changed over the last 100 years. 

Knutsford is a great place for  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Curzon Cinema 

 Seek out the traditional 

shops and architecture in 

Knutsford’s King Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Part of the 

Courtyard’s 

remarkable 

collection 

 Blue plaque on the 

Gaskell Memorial 

Tower, King Street 

 
 
 
 
food and drink.  Exemplifying the 
distinctive nature of some of its 
eateries is the Courtyard, also hidden 
from the street.  It houses an eclectic 

collection of bicycles and other 
transport related items. 

Film buffs who 
enjoy a more 

traditional 
experience would 
do well to head for 
the Curzon Cinema, 
also conveniently 
situated next to the 

station.  
Refurbished last year, 

it has a bar and kitchen 
for cocktails and snacks, 

while its three screens carry 
names that pay tribute to local 
history. 

There is something for everyone 
in the bustling centre of Knutsford; 
why not have a marvellous day out 
and visit this great Cheshire town? 
For more information about the Heritage 

Centre, visit www.knutsfordheritage.co.uk 

  



 
 
If you have visited any of the stations 
on the Mid Cheshire Line, you will 
almost certainly have seen one or 
more of Nicky Thompson’s iconic 
posters.  Based on stations on the 
Line, and launched by Pete Waterman 
in August 2017, all the posters, under 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Nicky Thompson and John Hulme 

watch Stockport’s Deputy 

Mayor Wendy Meikle 

open the exhibition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Best Kept Stations 

success for Mid 

Cheshire Line 

 
Cheshire is the only county in England to 

have a Best Kept Station competition.  

Four of “our” stations were winners at 

the awards ceremony for Cheshire Best 

Kept Stations in February.  The efforts of 

staff and volunteers at Stockport, 

Knutsford, Northwich and Greenbank 

were all recognised.  The last of these, 

Greenbank, is all too easily overlooked, 

but was highly commended in the 

category for best kept gardens. 

A group of volunteers, working with 

the Community Rail Partnership and 

linked to Men In Sheds, in nearby 

 
 
 
the banner “Marvellous Days Out” 
are on tour as an art exhibition, 
featuring fourteen framed prints.  
Having visited the Lion Salt Works, 
the Knutsford Heritage Centre, and 
venues in Altrincham, Chester, 
Crewe, Manchester, Stockport and 
Warrington, the exhibition is now at 
Stockport station.  You can find it on 
Platform 3, until Wednesday 10 July. 

You can still obtain free copies of 
the booklets Marvellous Days Out - The 
Mid Cheshire Line, which includes 
reproductions of the posters, and 
Discover Amazing Women By Rail, 
which features more of Nicky 
Thompson’s artwork. 
For sales of posters and souvenirs, and more 

information about Marvellous Days Out, visit 

the website www.marvellousdaysout.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hartford, has taken on the mantle of the 

Friends of Greenbank Station. 

The group meets every Monday, and 

its members collect litter (from 

platforms, embankments and footpaths - 

sadly, they cannot work on the trackbed) 

and paint fences and other woodwork.  

Its current project is a mural, to be found 

on the Manchester platform, 

commemorating the Fallen of World 

War I.  Its members also, on occasions, 

catch a train to Lostock Gralam to do 

similar work there. 

The group was featured in the March 

edition of Hartford News, in which John 

Hulme, President of Cheshire Best Kept 

Stations, described their efforts as “Top 

Notch Volunteering”.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The 2018 Cheshire Best Kept Stations 

awards ceremony 

 Greenbank station in Hartford News  

 

  

“Marvellous” exhibition of posters opens at Stockport 



Ticket To Ride 
 
In each edition of Along Mid Cheshire Lines, 

we will take a close look at one of the 

tickets available to travellers on the Line.  

Our first is Northern’s “DUO” ticket. 

A DUO is an off peak day return 

ticket for two people travelling together,  

which gives a 25% discount on normal off 

peak fares (but not on Railcard fares).  

So, for example, an Off Peak Day Return 

from Northwich to Manchester is £11.80, 

while a DUO is £17.70 (equating to £8.85 

for each person; an Off Peak Day Return 

with a Railcard costs £7.80).  The DUO 

is not yet available from ticket machines 

along the Mid Cheshire Line, but can be 

purchased at staffed stations or from the 

conductor on the train. 

There are no time restrictions on 

Saturdays, Sundays or Bank Holidays 

(although it is not available on Saturdays 

and Sundays in December).  From 

Monday to Friday there are time 

restrictions on when you can start your 

journey, and extra limitations on the time 

of your return journey from some 

stations.  For journeys which start and 

finish at Mid Cheshire Line stations, the 

restrictions are as follows: 

For Mid Cheshire Line stations in 

Cheshire (those from Chester to Ashley) 

the off peak period starts at 09:00.  For 

Mid Cheshire Line stations in Greater 

Manchester (from Hale to Manchester 

Piccadilly) the off peak period starts at 

09:00 if you are travelling to one of the 

Cheshire stations, but at 09:30 if you are 

travelling to another Greater Manchester 

station on the Mid Cheshire Line. 

In the afternoon, if you are travelling 

back from a Cheshire station, you can 

start your return journey at any time on 

the same day.  However, if you are 

travelling back from a Greater 

Manchester station, then your return 

journey cannot start between 

16:01 and 18:29. 

 

 

 
 
 
Along Mid Cheshire Lines is produced 
by the Mid Cheshire Community Rail 
Partnership (CRP), a stakeholder 
organisation founded in 2003 to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 New noticeboards have recently 

been installed by the CRP at 

stations on the Mid Cheshire 

Line.  Each noticeboard carries 

information about the station on 

which it is sited, as well as details 

of times and fares from that 

station and news from the CRP 

and MCRUA. 

 
 
 

 
 
promote increased usage of the Mid 
Cheshire Railway Line and to develop 
and improve facilities along the route. 

The CRP is the link between the 
rail operator and the local community 
and is about ensuring communities 
get the most from their railways. 

The CRP has its own rail officer  
who, until very recently, was Sally 
Buttifant.  After more than nine years 
in the post, Sally has moved on to 
pastures new, but we pay tribute in 
this issue to all the good work she 
carried out in her tenure, one of the 
highlights of which came in 2015, as 
the Partnership was named by the 
Association of Community Rail 
Partnerships (ACoRP) as the best CRP 
in the country.  

The CRP’s funding partners are 
Northern, CrossCountry, Cheshire 
East Council, Cheshire West and 
Chester Council, Trafford Council and 
MCRUA.  

MCRUA is the Mid Cheshire Rail 
Users Association, which campaigns 
for improvements on the Line and 
provides the CRP with volunteers.  

If you would like to become a 
volunteer on the Line, perhaps at your 
local station, or simply give your 
support to the Mid Cheshire Line, 
please do get in touch; the CRP would 
love to hear from you!  
email: railofficer@midcheshirerail.org.uk 

website: www.midcheshirerail.org.uk 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Along Mid Cheshire Lines is published by the Mid Cheshire Community Rail Partnership 

www.midcheshirerail.org.uk 

For details of train times and fares on the Line: visit National Rail Enquiries at www.nationalrail.co.uk, or 

Northern at www.northernrailway.co.uk.  Alternatively, telephone Northern’s Customer Experience Centre 

on 0800 200 6060, or pick up a timetable from one of the staffed stations on the Line. 

The Mid Cheshire 

Community Rail Partnership 


