
Northwich Rail Trail route 4.5km 

 

This is an easy route, where the busy roads quickly give way to a network 

of country parks, woodlands, meadows, waterways and open water lying 

just to the north east of Northwich, covering some 350 hectares. 

Marbury Country Park, Anderton Nature Park, Dairy House Meadow, 

Ashton and Neumann's Flashes, Furey Wood, The Weaver Navigation, The 

Trent and Mersey canal all combine to make up an extensive area of 

wildlife habitat. 

The Northwich Community Woodlands combine a rich and wide variety of 

habitats. More than 200 species of birds  have been recorded, including 

bittern, heron, little egret, little grebe, tufted duck, kingfisher, dunlin, 

redshank, ringed plover, water rail, sedge and reed warblers, 5 species of 

owls, red kite, buzzard, marsh harrier, hen harrier, hobby, goshawk, 

sparrowhawk, kestrel, merlin, peregrine and even the occasional passing 

osprey,  as well as a wide variety of mammals and nearly 50 species of 

butterflies and dragonflies as well as a huge variety of moths and 

beetles. 

Access 

This particular route is not accessible by wheelchair, but once at point 5, 

there are numerous alternative routes within the Northwich Community 

Woodlands. 

Refreshments 

The Zone Café at Northwich station (week days only) and Costa Coffee at 

Tesco by the station 

 

1. From Northwich station walk through the car park exit and cross the 

road straight ahead to join Station Road. 

Walk the short distance to a roundabout. 

 

2. Taking care in crossing the busy road, take the second exit from the 

roundabout in a north westerly direction and walk along beside a 

collection of warehouses and industrial units. 

 

3. When you reach a crossroads in a short distance (sign posted Recycling 

Centre) turn right along Old Warrington Road, and walk down the hill.  



  

 

Continue walking under the pipeline (above), ignoring the footpath sign on 

the left.  

Carry straight on to a black and white bridge (sign posted Witton Mill car 

park and the Flashes) 

 

4. Cross the bridge over the brook. 

 

 
 

5. Turn right onto a footpath (sign posted Ashton’s Flashes and Marston) 

and climb a set of steps. At the top of the steps turn left (sign posted 

Neumann’s Flashes). Continue along the footpath through the gate 

towards Neumann’s Flashes. 

The walk continues through attractive deciduous woodlands. Continue 

straight ahead (sign posted Bird Hides and Dairy House Meadows). 

 



 
 

6. Stop a while at ‘Bird Hide 1’ for a panoramic view of Neumann’s Flashes 

and a view of a variety of visiting birds. 

 

 
 

7. Return to the main path and continue, with magnificent views of 

Neumann’s Flashes to your right, with the industrial skyline in the 

distance. 

 

 



 

8. Bear right through a gate (sign posted Ashton’s Flashes), passing 

another bird hide on your right. Continue along the path which is now 

bordered with hawthorn.  

 

9. At the junction of the path with an exit to the road and information 

boards, exit on to the New Warrington Road (B5075) and cross to turn 

right along the footpath beside the road. 

 

10. Carry on walking along the road until you see a footpath sign on your 

left. Take the footpath and cross a concrete bridge continuing left 

upwards towards a stile. 

 

 
 

11. Go over the style and cross the field to another stile straight ahead. 

Go over the stile onto a well marked footpath straight ahead and continue 

towards the road. 

 

 



 

On reaching the road (A559), turn right. At a bridge over the brook, take 

care crossing the busy road and bear left onto Manchester Road towards 

a large Tesco store and a short walk back to the station. 
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